THE WEDDING PRESENT
By Carolyn West
Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn West, All rights reserved.
ISBN 1-931805-00-8
CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a
royalty. This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America
and all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether
through bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all
countries covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright
Convention and the Berne Convention.
RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional
and amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing,
public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of
mechanical or electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and
storage retrieval systems and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English
languages.
PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. No
amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing
license and royalty arrangements in advance from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. Questions
concerning other rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. Royalty fees are
subject to change without notice. Professional and stock fees will be set upon application in
accordance with your producing circumstances. Any licensing requests and inquiries relating
to amateur and stock (professional) performance rights should be addressed to Brooklyn
Publishers, LLC.
Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit
and whether or not admission is charged.
AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this play must
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of
this play. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the
title of the play. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that
which is given to the author(s).
PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this play is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers
or other printed material must include the following notice:
Produced by special arrangement with Brooklyn Publishers, LLC
COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including
photocopying or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.

The Wedding Present - Page 2

THE WEDDING PRESENT
by
Carolyn West
CAST: HANNAH and PHOEBE

op
y

SETTING: The ladies lounge in a church.
AT RISE: HANNAH straightens out her dress, a wedding dress.
PHOEBE, a teenager, wearing a bridesmaid’s gown, chews gum.
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HANNAH: It’s almost time. Are you ready?
PHOEBE: Yes.
HANNAH: Let me take a look. Turn around. (PHOEBE does as SHE is
told. SHE is obviously uncomfortable in what SHE’s wearing.)
PHOEBE: I feel stupid,
HANNAH: You look wonderful. But don’t slouch. And straighten your
skirt. If you want me to redo your make-up for you, I will.
PHOEBE: No thanks.
HANNAH: I’m so glad we picked this color for you instead of that drab
black you’re always wearing. With your hair this way, it makes you
look normal. I only wish you had let me wax your upper lip.
(PHOEBE blows a bubble with her gum. HANNAH stops talking
abruptly and stares at PHOEBE for a moment.) Phoebe, you’re
chewing gum.
PHOEBE: Uh-huh.
HANNAH: You’ll just have to spit it out.
PHOEBE: Why?
HANNAH: We’re in a church.
PHOEBE: I’ll stop blowing bubbles.
HANNAH: You can’t chew gum when you walk down the aisle.
PHOEBE: Is there some kind of commandment against it?
HANNAH: Phoebe.
PHOEBE: I won’t chew. I’ll stick it up between my cheek and my teeth.
HANNAH: You’ll look like a one-sided chipmunk.
PHOEBE: I’ll put it under my tongue.
HANNAH:
No. You’ll start chewing absentmindedly during the
ceremony. I’ll be in the middle of my vows and I’ll hear the smack,
smack, smack of your gum. When I was a child and I had gum, my
parents would yell holy terror if I dared chew with my mouth open. I
don’t know how your mother can stand…
PHOEBE: (interrupting) Don’t talk about my mom.
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HANNAH: No. No. You’re right. I’m sorry. I like your mom, really I do.
And I’m not trying to replace her. I just want to be your friend.
PHOEBE: Uh-huh.
HANNAH: I think we can be great friends. Best friends maybe.
PHOEBE: Right.
HANNAH: I’m not that much older than you. I’m sure we have the same
tastes in lots of things. You can borrow my clothes and CD’s. We’ll
hang out and talk sometimes about boys and things like that. We’ll
be like sisters.
PHOEBE: My sister, huh?
HANNAH: Yes.
PHOEBE: Married to my father?
HANNAH: All right, not sisters. But we can be friends, can’t we?
PHOEBE: Sure.
HANNAH: And as a friend, I’m asking you to please spit out the gum.
PHOEBE: I’ll think about it.
HANNAH: We don’t have that much time. People are expecting us.
PHOEBE: Don’t remind me.
HANNAH: You want the day to be perfect, don’t you? For your father’s
sake. Think of him standing up there in front of everyone, waiting for
the two women he loves most in the world. Here you come, with your
dress and your hair, looking as pretty as porcelain. Will he notice
that? No. He’ll see his daughter looking like a cow chewing her cud.
PHOEBE: Hey!
HANNAH: And you do look pretty today. Honestly Phoebe, I just want
people to see how beautiful you truly are.
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