
BROOKLYN PUBLISHERS LLC 
P.O. BOX 248 • CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 52406 
TOLL FREE (888) 473-8521 • FAX (319) 368-8011 

TAKE MY APOLOGY AND GO 
ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS 

By Jerry Rabushka 
 

Copyright © 2017 by Jerry Rabushka, All rights reserved. 
ISBN: 978-1-60003-948-5 
 
CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a royalty. 
This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America and all 
countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether through 
bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all countries 
covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright Convention and 
the Berne Convention. 
 
RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional and 
amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, public 
reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of mechanical or 
electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and storage retrieval systems 
and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English languages. 
 
PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock 
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers LLC. No 
amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing license 
and royalty arrangements in advance from Brooklyn Publishers LLC. Questions concerning other 
rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers LLC. Royalty fees are subject to change 
without notice. Professional and stock fees will be set upon application in accordance with your 
producing circumstances. Any licensing requests and inquiries relating to amateur and stock 
(professional) performance rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers LLC. 
 
Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit 
and whether or not admission is charged. 
 
AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this Work must 
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of 
this Work. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no 
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the title 
of the Work. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that which is 
given to the author(s). 
 
PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this Work is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers 
or other printed material must include the following notice:  Produced by special arrangement 
with Brooklyn Publishers LLC. 
 
COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly 
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including photocopying 
or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers LLC.



2 TAKE MY APOLOGY AND GO ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS  
 

TAKE MY APOLOGY AND GO ABOUT  
YOUR BUSINESS 

A Ten Minute Dramatic Monologue 
By Jerry Rabushka 

 
SYNOPSIS: An unusual monologue told from the point of view of someone 
who realizes he has hurt or let down all his friends. Will an apology be enough 
to win them back? Boyce needs to get some respect for himself before he 
makes his case to his friends – then he comes to the realization that he has no 
case. Sometimes when you do wrong, there’s no turning back. Drama, some 
humor, and several characterizations give an actor a unique opportunity. 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(1 male) 

 
BOYCE ROBERSON (m) ............................ A student at Xyborg High 
 

AUTHOR’S NOTE 
 
While there are many ways to play the character, one suggestion is to show 
how he changes as the monologue progresses… at first he’ll be more defensive 
and use humor to make his case, but as he continues, he realizes that it’s too 
late, his defenses don’t hold up, and that he’s just got to reboot himself and 
start over. Try to make your audience sympathize or empathize with the 
character rather than outright dislike him. He tried to be ‘cool’ and failed. 
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BOYCE:  My name is Boyce Roberson, and nobody likes me. This is 

not my fault, since I haven’t done anything wrong. Wrong is in the 
eye of the beholder. Behold! My eyes – beautiful, but so wrong. If 
you like me you’ll take me “warts and all,” as they say. Well no, 
we’re in high school and warts are considered ugly.  

 
(As a friend.) “You should go out with her!” 

 
“No there’s a wart on her nose,” is a very good reason to turn her 
down. Even if there’s a wart on her mom’s nose, I’ll pass. Any warts 
in the family and it’s a no. 

 
So, I say, accept me as I am. Take Boyce for Boyce. Or not. 

 
(As a former friend, butting in.) “Okay, not.” 

 
(BOYCE looks to the side, acknowledging that he heard it.) Yeah, 
right now nobody likes me so much. 

 
A few reasons for this, all with names: Canyon Scrumble, Jarod 
Currant, and Melinda Wyden. All three conspired to spread stories, 
and rumors… and… (Looks off stage.) oh, worse, they simply told 
everyone what I did. Not even that, so much as I just did it and 
everyone found out. Now the cafeteria isn’t big enough for me and 
356 other students at the vaunted valuable Xyborg High School and 
I don’t know how to get anyone to sit with me again. 

 
(As a friend shouting at him, or a “voice” he hears.) “Maybe if you 
stop being such a jerk.” 

 
Shut up, loser! 

 
“Maybe if you stop being such a jerk and mean it.” 

 
(Take a pause before you confess, because this isn’t going to be 
easy.) So there’s a few things I did, and they sort of revolve around 
cigarettes and YouTube. Two rules for successful living are don’t 
smoke and don’t upload. 
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I know the last thing you need to hear from me is a lecture about 
whether smoking is cool. That’s not up for discussion. 

 
“Smoking isn’t cool, bro!” 

 
Do you hear people interrupting me? Did I ask? 

 
“You have ten minutes, so spit it out or get off the stage!” 

 
I’m spitting, I’m spitting. Got no more spit left. 

 
What mattered, it turns out, wasn’t what I thought. It was what 
Melinda thought. I told her I was going to smoke whether she liked 
it or not. I mean look at me, who wouldn’t want a bit of this even with 
a cig on my lip? Well, she didn’t. I told her she could take me with 
the cig on the lip or not take me at all. So she didn’t take me.  
 
(As Melinda.) “I’m not telling you to quit smoking. I’m telling you I’m 
not going out with you unless you do.” 
 
Worse than that, she did it on her mother’s advice. I mean if you 
can’t get your girlfriend to rebel against her own mom, you’re a 
loser. 

 
(As Canyon.) “Boyce, you’re a real loser.” 

 
Thanks, Scrumble. 

 
That was Canyon – a basketball friend. He was on the team so it 
was an honor that he was my friend, but he got this job at a Seven-
Eleven and he wouldn’t sell me a cigarette. He said I was underage. 

 
(As Canyon.) “You are underage!” 
 
Is there an echo in here? Who keeps doing that? 
 

Do
 N

ot
 C

op
y



 JERRY RABUSHKA  5 
 

(As Canyon.) “It’s can’t be your conscience, because you don’t have 
one.” 

 
I thought Canyon and I were tight, but he unraveled the thread: 
“Boyce, yo, if you bug me about cigs one more time I’m through. 
Smoke all you want, but I can’t sell you a pack. I’ll lose my job and 
my dad will open a big can of ‘whoop us both.’ So back off, Boyce.” 

 
That “back off Boyce” really got to me, so I called him a few choice 
names that burned him pretty hot and now he won’t talk to me. He’s 
got enough friends who didn’t do to him what I did. 

 
I had one friend left, and that’s everyone’s favorite vaunted and 
valuable Xyborg High School YouTube star Jarod Currant. Jarod 
has a video blog going, and the more he blabs the more popular he 
gets. He’s mainly an internet celebrity because I filmed him 
splashing for his life in a forbidden lake. I posted it and everyone 
saw it, and then he went on YouTube himself and made it look like 
it was my fault he fell in. 

 

Thank you for reading this free excerpt from TAKE MY APOLOGY AND 
GO ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS by Jerry Rabushka.  For performance rights 

and/or a complete copy of the script, please contact us at: 

 

Brooklyn Publishers, LLC 
P.O. Box 248 • Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406 

Toll Free: 1-888-473-8521 • Fax (319) 368-8011 
www .brookpub.com  

 

 

Do
 N

ot
 C

op
y




