
A SERIES OF BAD DECISIONS 
By Dan D’Amario 

 
Copyright © 2008 by Dan D’Amario, All rights reserved. 
ISBN: 1-60003-362-8 
 
CAUTION: Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this Work is subject to a 
royalty. This Work is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of America 
and all countries with which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations, whether 
through bilateral or multilateral treaties or otherwise, and including, but not limited to, all 
countries covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the Universal Copyright 
Convention and the Berne Convention. 
 
RIGHTS RESERVED: All rights to this Work are strictly reserved, including professional 
and amateur stage performance rights. Also reserved are: motion picture, recitation, lecturing, 
public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, all forms of 
mechanical or electronic reproduction, such as CD-ROM, CD-I, DVD, information and 
storage retrieval systems and photocopying, and the rights of translation into non-English 
languages. 
 
PERFORMANCE RIGHTS AND ROYALTY PAYMENTS: All amateur and stock 
performance rights to this Work are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. No 
amateur or stock production groups or individuals may perform this play without securing 
license and royalty arrangements in advance from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. Questions 
concerning other rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. Royalty fees are 
subject to change without notice. Professional and stock fees will be set upon application in 
accordance with your producing circumstances. Any licensing requests and inquiries relating 
to amateur and stock (professional) performance rights should be addressed to Brooklyn 
Publishers, LLC.  
 
Royalty of the required amount must be paid, whether the play is presented for charity or profit 
and whether or not admission is charged. 
 
AUTHOR CREDIT: All groups or individuals receiving permission to produce this play must 
give the author(s) credit in any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production of 
this play. The author’s billing must appear directly below the title on a separate line where no 
other written matter appears. The name of the author(s) must be at least 50% as large as the 
title of the play. No person or entity may receive larger or more prominent credit than that 
which is given to the author(s). 
 
PUBLISHER CREDIT: Whenever this play is produced, all programs, advertisements, flyers 
or other printed material must include the following notice: 
 
Produced by special arrangement with Brooklyn Publishers, LLC 
 
COPYING: Any unauthorized copying of this Work or excerpts from this Work is strictly 
forbidden by law. No part of this Work may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form, by any means now known or yet to be invented, including 
photocopying or scanning, without prior permission from Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. 
 



 
CHARACTERS 

 
Samuel Collins  high school senior on trial for 

vehicular manslaughter 
 

Jayne Mansfield  prosecuting attorney for the state 
 
 
James Dean  overly-dramatic, assistant 

prosecuting attorney 
 
 
Judge Slaughter          presiding judge (male or female) 
 
 
Ryan Tucker                       Samuel’s party friend 
 
 
Partygoers         a group of teens at a party 
 
 
Patrolman Faden         policeman chasing Samuel’s car 
 
 
Elizabeth Herman                     60-year old traffic fatality victim 
 
 
Mrs. Collins         Samuel’s mother 
 
 
Jury of Your Fears        members of the jury (6 – 12 people) 
 
 

SETTING 
 
Current day. 
 
 

DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
 
The courtroom is described as a surreal setting–somewhere between 
real life and the hereafter–and the characters act accordingly. 
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A SERIES OF BAD DECISIONS 
 

by 
Dan D’Amario 

 
SETTING:  Courtroom-like setting, can be surreal.  A table and chair 
for the judge.  A table and chairs for the prosecuting attorneys.  A 
small table and chair for the defendant.  The jurors are seated 
together. 
 
AT RISE:  Everyone in the courtroom is dressed in full-length robes 
or toga-like garments.  The judge, jury and attorneys await the 
arrival of the accused.  Samuel enters looking confused and lost.  
He is wearing a similar garment to the others. 
 
JUDGE:  Over here. 
SAMUEL:  What? 
JUDGE:  (pointing to the small table and chair) Here!  Over here!   
 
(SAMUEL makes his way to the table and sits.) 
 
JUDGE:  Finally!  We can get started, now.   
JAYNE:   Jayne Mansfield, prosecuting attorney for the state, Your 

Honor. 
JAMES:  James Dean, assistant prosecuting attorney for the state, Your 

Honor. 
JUDGE:  Very well.  Start your case. 
JAYNE:  If it pleases the court, ladies and gentlemen of the jury, we 

intend to show, with undeniable facts, that the defendant, Samuel 
Collins, on the night of April 22nd, did make a series of judgments 
and decisions that led directly to the untimely death of Elizabeth 
Herman. 

 
(SAMUEL cautiously raises his hand.) 
 

And, that he did so with his motor vehicle . . . 
JUDGE:  Uh . . . just a minute, Ms. Mansfield.  (to SAMUEL) You are not 

supposed to interrupt.  Haven’t you ever been to court before? 
SAMUEL:  It’s just that . . . 
JUDGE:  Ms. Mansfield is in the middle of her opening statement.  When 

she is done, your side will get its opportunity to speak.  Do you 
understand? 

SAMUEL:  But . . . 
JUDGE:  But what?! 
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SAMUEL:  Shouldn’t I have a . . . you know . . . 
JUDGE:  No, I don’t know!  What are you trying to say? 
SAMUEL:  (timidly) Where’s my lawyer?  
JUDGE:  Where’s your lawyer?!   
 
(The JURY MEMBERS look to the left, then right.) 
 

Why would you think you need a lawyer? 
SAMUEL:  Everyone gets a lawyer.  Right? 
JUDGE:  Do I need to explain the rules to you? 
SAMUEL:  Yeah, I guess. 
JUDGE:  Very well.  Excuse me please, Ms. Mansfield, but, I must 

explain the rules of court to Mr. Collins.  It’s very simple, Mr. Collins.  
Ms. Mansfield and Mr. Dean over there are going to explain what you 
did wrong and what the consequences of your actions were.  When 
you are asked a question, you will give the court an answer.  That’s 
it.  Very simple.  Do you understand? 

SAMUEL:  Yeah, I guess.  But, shouldn’t I still have a lawyer?   
 
(The JURORS shake their heads no.) 
 
JUDGE:  (getting frustrated) And what good would a lawyer do you, Mr. 

Collins? 
SAMUEL:  I don’t know.  Keep me from saying something I shouldn’t 

say?  Dispute the facts presented by them?  
JUDGE:  I don’t think you heard me clearly, Mr. Collins.  Ms. Mansfield 

and Mr. Dean are presenting the facts of the case.  The facts cannot 
be in dispute.  The facts cannot be challenged.  When asked a 
question, you will answer – honestly, of course.  It would make no 
sense for you to give an incorrect answer, now would it?   

 
(The JURORS shake their heads no.) 
 
SAMUEL:  I guess . . . not. 
JUDGE:  And, the facts of the case cannot be in dispute, now can they?  

They are facts!   
 
(The JURORS nod their heads yes.) 
 
SAMUEL:  I guess. 
JUDGE:  You see?  It’s all very simple.  Can we proceed? 
 
(SAMUEL shrugs.  The JUDGE signals to JAYNE to continue.) 
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JAYNE:  As the defendant committed the atrocity with a motor vehicle 

and caused the death of an innocent victim, we seek the charge of 
vehicular manslaughter. 

 
(The JURORS cover their mouths in horror.) 
 
JAMES:  There are also a number of other charges against the 

defendant that I will be addressing, Your Honor. 
JUDGE:  Did you get all that, Mr. Collins? 
SAMUEL:  Yeah.  The charge . . . 
JUDGE:  Vehicular manslaughter, Mr. Collins.  Do you know what that 

means? 
SAMUEL:  Not really. 
JUDGE:  That means you killed someone while driving a motor vehicle 

with disregard for the safety of others.  You could be punished for a 
very long time. 

SAMUEL:  Oh. 
JUDGE:  Oh, indeed!  Anything more, Ms. Mansfield? 
JAYNE:  No, Your Honor. 
JUDGE:  Now, Mr. Collins, do you have anything to say? 
SAMUEL:  (trying to collect his thoughts) I don’t really . . . remember 

everything that night.  I guess I had a few drinks and . . . I remember 
starting to drive home and . . . 

JUDGE:  Mr. Collins!  We have not yet begun to discuss the facts of the 
case.  Do you have anything to say about your case?  

SAMUEL:  I . . . didn’t mean to hurt anyone. 
JUDGE:  Well said, Mr. Collins.  See there.  You don’t need a lawyer, 

now do you?  We are ready to proceed with the presentation of the 
facts of this case and questioning of any witnesses. 

  
(SAMUEL raises his hand.) 
 

Yes, Mr. Collins? 
SAMUEL:  Do I get to have witnesses? 
JUDGE:  This is a court of laws, Mr. Collins.  Of course you get to call 

witnesses.  However, I believe the prosecution is calling all the 
witnesses needed for a full finding of fact, and you will get to ask 
them any questions you desire.  If any witness has been left out, you 
can request them during your defense.  Does that sound fair, Mr. 
Collins? 

SAMUEL:  Yes. 
JUDGE:  Wonderful!  Proceed, Ms. Mansfield. 
JAYNE:  Thank you, Your Honor.  I’d like to start by submitting this arrest 

report – Exhibit A.  The defendant was stopped while traveling in his 
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vehicle and subsequently charged with driving while intoxicated – 
and this was only two weeks before the accident in question. 

JUDGE:  Is this true, Mr. Collins? 
SAMUEL:  Yes. 
JAMES:  Your Honor, the defendant was clocked traveling 63 miles per 

hour in a 40 mile per hour zone at 1:25 am. 
JUDGE:  I used to be able to stay up that late.  I used to watch Carson.  

Not any more. 
JAMES:  In addition, the defendant’s blood alcohol level measured .15! 
SAMUEL:  That’s all true, Your Honor. 
JUDGE:  Of course it’s true.  This is a presentation of facts. 
JAYNE:  The defendant’s license was suspended for six months and he 

was ordered to attend alcohol rehabilitation classes. 
JUDGE:  How old are you, Mr. Collins? 
SAMUEL:  Eighteen.  
JUDGE:  You are not old enough to drink legally, are you? 
SAMUEL:  I guess not. 
JUDGE:  Would you like to rephrase that without guessing, Mr. Collins? 
SAMUEL:  Yes, I was not old enough. 
JUDGE:  But you drank anyway? 
SAMUEL:  Everyone does. 
JUDGE:  I’m sure they do.  We’ve seen plenty of them here, too.  On top 

of drinking illegally, you then used prudent judgment to operate a 
motor vehicle and exceed the speed limit? 

SAMUEL:  I . . . yes. 
JUDGE:  And, although your license was suspended for six months, you 

were driving again only two weeks later? 
SAMUEL:  Yes. 
 
(The JURORS shake their heads.) 
 
JAYNE:  We also have documentation that the defendant did not attend 

any of the rehabilitation classes. 
JUDGE:  Why not? 
SAMUEL:  I dunno. 
JUDGE:  Mr. Collins, if you don’t know, no one does.  Of course you 

know.  You know exactly why you didn’t attend court-ordered 
classes. 

 
(Pause.) 
 
SAMUEL:  I guess . . . I mean, I didn’t think I needed them. 
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JUDGE:  If an 18-year old driving drunk and speeding doesn’t need 

rehabilitation classes, who does?  Why do we have these classes, 
anyway?  Do you wish you had taken the classes now, Mr. Collins? 

SAMUEL:  Yes. 
JUDGE:  See what a difference a little time makes in your maturity. 

Anything else on this matter? 
JAYNE:  No, Your Honor. 
JUDGE:  (for SAMUEL’s benefit) Good.  See how quickly we can go 

through this when the facts are presented and people answer 
honestly?   Next issue? 

JAYNE:  We move forward to the fateful night in question – April 22nd. 
JAMES:  (overly dramatic) It was a night like any other night.  The skies 

were clearing after a day with periods of rain and sun.  The people of 
our fair city were going about their normal routines. 

JAYNE:  The defendant arrived at the home of nineteen-year-old Ryan 
Tucker at approximately 6:45pm.   

JAMES:  Mr. Tucker was having a small, intimate, dinner party with 
friends. 

JUDGE:  Alcohol? 
JAMES:  Of course! 
JUDGE:  Drugs? 
JAMES:  Ask! 
JUDGE:  (to SAMUEL) Drugs? 
SAMUEL:  Well, uh . . . 
JUDGE:  Do I need to lecture you, again, Mr. Collins? 
SAMUEL:  We . . . smoked a little . . . pot. 
JAYNE:  Of course you did! 
JUDGE:  And Mr. Tucker served you alcohol? 
SAMUEL:  Yes. 
JAYNE:  Over four hours later, at approximately 11:20pm, the defendant 

left the home of Mr. Tucker. 
JUDGE:  How did you get to Mr. Tucker’s home? 
SAMUEL:  I . . . drove. 
JUDGE:  But, you had no license! 
 
(SAMUEL shrugs.  The JURORS shake their heads.) 
 
JAYNE:  The defendant was intoxicated at the time he departed the 

Tucker residence. 
SAMUEL:  You don’t have any proof of that! 
JAMES:  We could ask you . . . 
JAYNE:  Or, we could call our first witness.  The prosecution calls Ryan 

Tucker.   
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Thank you for reading this free excerpt from A SERIES OF BAD DECISIONS by 

Dan D’Amario.  For performance rights and/or a complete copy of the 
script, please contact us at: 

 
Brooklyn Publishers, LLC 

P.O. Box 248 • Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406 
Toll Free: 1-888-473-8521 • Fax (319) 368-8011 

ww w.br o okp u b.c o m  
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	Jayne Mansfield  prosecuting attorney for the state



