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IT'S A GIRL!

by
Patrick Gabridge

At Rise: MARY AMELSON, 40s, sits at a desk wrapping boxed
presents in birthday paper. JOSEPH AMELSON, 40s, sits nearby,

reading a newspaper.
MARY: Emily.
JOSEPH: What?
MARY: Emily.

JOSEPH: I'm trying to read the paper.
MARY: What do you think?

JOSEPH: | think I'm trying to read the ra 't want to do this
right now.

MARY: Joseph, we can't just--

JOSEPH: I'm reading a very important atti ut the Celtics.

MARY: So you don't like it?

JOSEPH: Mary, | need a break.

MARY: We can't keep putting it off.

JOSEPH: | know that. Every d e try“and... Look, | feel the pressure,
too. The pressure growing, @ growing.

MARY: It's not fair. It 't Been.4To go through... Just because we
can't... It makes people anxi

JOSEPH: I'm as anxi e.

ne today. It's important that we--
JOSEPH: We agree that it'§yimportant. But we never seem to make any-

help it if | have a stubborn husband?
porn than my wife.

MARY day we will use our combined stubbornness to
solve em. Can we commit to this? Today? Right now?
JOSEF is is it. I'm ready.

JOSEPH: Verypretty name.

MARY: Emily Dickinson. Wonderful poet.

JOSEPH: But who wants to be called em, emmy, emma. Too English,
anyway.

MARY: Then you suggest something.

JOSEPH: I've made a thousand suggestions. Ten thousand. You've
turned down every one.

MARY: Why don't you just take--
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JOSEPH: The middle name? How many times have we been over this?
Why don't we just flip a coin? That's the fairest.

MARY: | am not naming my daughter with the flip of a coin.

JOSEPH: Constance.

MARY: Oh, please... Beulah.

JOSEPH: Barf... Gladys.

MARY: | can't even spell Gladys.

JOSEPH: Marigold. Daisy. Rose. Chrysanthemum.

MARY: Does it have to be after a plant? Can't it be a littl stract?

Hope, Joy, Gay?
JOSEPH: Gay?
MARY: | had an Aunt Gay.
JOSEPH: Oh, yes, very popular these days. W, ' esus? Mary,

Joseph, and Jesus.

MARY: She's a girl. But if you want bibli 0 agdalene?
JOSEPH: After a prostitute?

MARY: A saint.

JOSEPH: Prostitute first. Maybe we sheuld ythological instead of

biblical. Aphrodite.
MARY: And people call her Aph w about Diana?
JOSEPH: | knew a girl in high sc&
iends. ethyst.
JOSEPH: Oooh. Very pretty dto say. Amethyst Amelson. | don't
at, I'm not one for alliterative names.
MARY: Are you sure? Amb on has a very nice ring to it.
JOSEPH: Amber m f fossilized insects.

MARY: It's a precio m. Iris? You get your flower, | think of it as a
e world.

ave to worry about that.
inish her beauty. How about Fiona?
MARY: She ? How about Juliet? Titania? Hermia?
[ la. Perhaps we should just compromise. Pick a

nag of us likes.
MARY:
JOSEPH: itely don't like Agatha. Very promising. | hate the name

Terry.
MARY: My sister's named Terry.
JOSEPH: | know.
MARY: Josephina. After you.
JOSEPH: Oooh. | hate that one. But no. (beat) | have an idea. Wait right
here.

(JOSEPH exits and returns with a dictionary.)
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JOSEPH: We will open the dictionary to a random page. We must use a
word, or derivation off that page. That's it. End of story. That way we
get something unique, and we get something today.

MARY: But--

JOSEPH: How else are we going to pick something? This is the way to
finally end this debacle. We agree to agree on one natpe from this
page.

MARY: Unless it's totally ridiculous.

JOSEPH: One second chance. And that's it. | mean i wea

(JOSEPH raises his hand solemnly. HE nods for | the same,

which SHE does.)
MARY: Okay. | swear.
(They open the book together and begin reading.)

JOSEPH: Nucleus. Numbskull.

MARY: Nunc Dimittis.
JOSEPH: Yeah, Nunc. She'll like ow about nut. Nutant. Nutation.

MARY: Nurture.
JOSEPH: Nice word. Bad na
MARY: Another page.
JOSEPH: But that's it. No
MARY: What if...
JOSEPH: We swore

ath. It's time, Mary. It's time.
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