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THE GOLDEN GOOSE AWARDS 
A Comedic One Act 

By Katie B. Oberlander 
 
SYNOPSIS: It’s the 100th Annual Golden Goose Awards and fairytale 
celebrities from across Ever After are parading down the red carpet and into 
the theatre, hoping to win big and promote their careers. Meanwhile, producer 
Mary-Mary Quite Contrary has her hands full trying to pull off the ceremony 
without being fired by wealthy donor Old King Cole. Rookie host Peter-Peter 
is distracted by pumpkins, Cinderella and Prince Charming are in marriage 
counseling and The Three Bears are protesting the treatment of animals in 
fairytales and threatening to shut down the whole show. Packed with glamour 
(fashion critic Emperor likes to tell the naked truth), familiar awards show 
traditions (like a word from the three little pig accountants Bacon 
Bookkeepers,) surprise voting results (Little Match Girl wins Best Song) and 
dramatic acceptance speeches (the Pied Piper returns the Hamlin children, 
who are now teenagers), The Golden Goose Awards is a winner! 
 
DURATION: 60 minutes. 
TIME: Modern, yet timeless. 
SETTING: Outside on the red carpet, onstage and backstage at the 100th 
Annual Golden Goose Awards ceremony 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(11-13 females, 6 males, 13-22 either; 0-12 extras) 

 
MARY-MARY (f) ........................................ The no-nonsense producer of the 

Golden Goose Awards. (89 
lines) 

PETER-PETER (m) ...................................... A pumpkin-loving caterer for 
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
who is unexpectedly thrust into 
the spotlight. (73 lines) 

HICKORY DICKORY (m/f) ........................ Production assistant. (24 lines) 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET (f) ......................... Perky, sugary-sweet reporter for 

the entertainment news program 
Ever After Tonight. (20 lines) 
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EMPEROR (m/f) .......................................... Opinionated fashion designer 

and critic. (9 lines) 
BIG BAD WOLF (m/f) ................................. Unruly celebrity fairytale 

character. (9 lines) 
GRANNY (f) ................................................ Spirited celebrity fairytale 

character. (5 lines) 
HUMPTY DUMPTY (m/f) ........................... Geeky entertainment blogger 

and founder of The Humpington 
Post. (24 lines) 

LITTLE BO PEEP (f) ................................... French fashion designer and 
celebrity nursery rhyme 
character. (5 lines) 

SHEEP (m/f) ................................................. A high fashion model who 
happens to be a sheep. (2 lines) 

SNOW WHITE (f) ........................................ Sweet celebrity fairytale 
princess. (4 lines) 

PRINCE HANDSOME (m) .......................... Vain celebrity fairytale prince. 
(7 lines) 

SLEEPING BEAUTY (f) .............................. Perpetual snoozer whose voice 
can hypnotize those around her. 
She can be rolled around in a bed 
or chair or simply sleepwalk. (5 
lines) 

PRINCE BORING (m) ................................. Unexciting husband of Sleeping 
Beauty. (12 lines) 

CINDERELLA (f)......................................... Celebrity princess who is fed up 
with her prince. (18 lines) 

PRINCE CHARMING (m) ........................... Self-centered celebrity prince. 
(12 lines) 

MOTHER GOOSE (f) .................................. Elderly, long-winded founder of 
the Golden Goose Awards. (22 
lines) 

LITTLE MATCH GIRL (f) .......................... Pitiful street urchin. (2 lines) 
OLD KING COLE (m) ................................. Imposing royal who bankrolls 

the Golden Goose Awards. (31 
lines) 

FIDDLER (m/f) ............................................ Plays the fiddle with style. (7 
lines) 
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JESTER (m/f) ................................................ Silly, sarcastic songster. (20 

lines) 
EVIL QUEEN (f) .......................................... Diva of doom. (10 lines) 
MAGIC MIRROR (m/f) ............................... Deadpan sidekick to Evil Queen. 

(8 lines) 
DR. BILL (m/f) ............................................. Gruff Billy Goat who dispenses 

wisdom and loves carrots. Dr. 
Bill communicates in bleats. 
(Non-speaking) 

CHICKEN LITTLE (f) ................................. Histrionic chicken. This over-
the-top role is a great cameo 
part. (4 lines) 

PAPA BEAR (m) .......................................... Impassioned bear with a cause. 
(20 lines) 

MAMA BEAR (f) ......................................... Serious bear with a cause. (9 
lines) 

BABY BEAR (m/f) ....................................... Enthusiastic young bear. (10 
lines) 

PIG ONE (m/f) .............................................. Boring accountant. (2 lines) 
PIG TWO (m/f) ............................................. Incompetent accountant. (1 line) 
PIG THREE (m/f) ......................................... Another dim accountant. (1 line) 
STALKER ONE (m/f) .................................. Super-fan of Jack from Jack and 

the Beanstalk. (4 lines) 
STALKER TWO (m/f) ................................. Another super-fan of Jack from 

Jack and the Beanstalk. (3 lines) 
QUEEN OF HEARTS (f) ............................. Pop star. (1 line) 
PIED PIPER (m/f) ......................................... Evildoer brought low by teenage 

angst. (3 lines) 
VILLAGER ONE (m/f) ................................ Parent of Hamlin child. (1 line) 
VILLAGER TWO (m/f) ............................... Parent of Hamlin child. (1 line) 
TEENAGER ONE (m/f) ............................... Whiny, obnoxious former child 

of Hamlin. (2 lines) 
TEENAGER TWO (m/f) .............................. Moody former child of Hamlin. 

(2 lines) 
THE GIANT (m/f) ........................................ Off-stage voice (can be pre-

recorded by any actor). (1 line) 
ANNOUNCER (m/f) .................................... Off-stage voice (can be pre-

recorded by any actor). (6 lines) 
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EXTRAS/FANS/PAPARAZZI/SECURITY (m/f): Optional roles for the 
opening scene. These characters watch the red-carpet action, calling out to the 
celebrities, asking for autographs, and taking pictures and selfies. If you do 
not have these characters, you can utilize sound effects of cheering, camera 
shutters clicking, etc. 
 

OPTIONAL DOUBLING/TRIPLING 
 

Some characters appear in only one or two scenes and can be doubled or 
tripled. Here are some suggestions. 
 
THE GIANT and ANNOUNCER can be doubled. 
EMPEROR, MAGIC MIRROR and TEENAGER ONE can be tripled. 
STALKER ONE, PIG ONE and VILLAGER ONE can be tripled. 
STALKER TWO, PIG TWO and VILLAGER TWO can be tripled. 
HUMPTY DUMPTY, PIG THREE and TEENAGER TWO can be tripled. 
GRANNY, QUEEN OF HEARTS and CHICKEN LITTLE can be tripled. 
 

SET 
 
The play takes place at the 100th Annual Golden Goose Awards. Most of the 
scenes alternate between the stage where the awards ceremony takes place and 
backstage. A unit set may be utilized by designating different areas for the 
onstage and backstage action. A simple sign saying “Quiet Backstage” can be 
brought on and off for the backstage scenes or you can use costume racks, a 
vanity with lights and/or other props. You may wish to seat some or all of the 
fairytale nominees in the audience and have them go up onto the stage when 
they win awards, or they can enter and exit from your actual backstage. You 
can also place them seated at tables around the stage in a set-up akin to the 
Golden Globe Awards.  
 
One scene is also on the red carpet, where the stars are entering the theatre, 
paparazzi are taking photos and fans are gathered to watch the action unfold. 
The red carpet can be played downstage and cordoned off by a red velvet rope.  
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COSTUMES 
 
The awards show theme of this play offers a fun opportunity to dress many of 
these iconic fairytale and nursery rhyme characters in formal attire. You want 
them to be recognizable, yet elevated. Accessories such as boas, jewelry, 
gloves, faux-furs, scarves, and ties can be added to traditional fairytale outfits 
to give the impression that these characters are dressed for a gala event. Make 
sure to add some sequins!  
 
MARY-MARY and HICKORY DICKORY wear headsets so they can 
communicate with each other and the unseen “Dock.” 
 
PETER-PETER wears a tuxedo or suit since he is working as a waiter when 
we first meet him and then adds an orange top hat and vest once he becomes 
the host of the ceremony.  
 
MAGIC MIRROR can wear black and look through an empty picture frame. 
 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 
 
The television broadcast element to this production can be as detailed as you 
want. You can have television camera operators on the red carpet and/or 
during the “live” portions of the play or you can choose not to use them at all. 
Feel free to add additional fairytale or nursery rhyme characters to the opening 
red-carpet scene in this play.  
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PROPS 
 

SCENE 1: 
o 3 microphones (LITTLE MISS MUFFET, HUMPTY DUMPTY, 

EMPEROR) 
o tuffet (LITTLE MISS MUFFET) 
o fancy crook (LITTLE BO PEEP) 
o Golden Goose egg (MOTHER GOOSE) This can be carried on by an 

EXTRA or wheeled in on a rolling display if desired. 
o Optional props: Television cameras (EXTRAS), Cameras 

(PAPARAZZI), Cell phones (FANS), Signs (FANS) 
o Optional prop: Rolling chair or bed (SLEEPING BEAUTY) 

 
SCENE 2: 

o large pumpkin and basket or pile of pumpkins (PETER-PETER) 
o pipe and bowl (OLD KING COLE) The character uses these props 

throughout the show.  
o fiddle (FIDDLER) The character uses this prop throughout the show. 
o flexible cloth tape measure (HICKORY DICKORY) 

 
SCENE 3: 

o 6 Golden Goose trophies (Most Beautiful, Best Love Story, Best 
Character, Best Song, Best Villain, Best Animal Story) These are 
displayed on a table behind the podium and distributed to the winners 
throughout the play. 

o handheld cue cards (PETER-PETER) The character uses these 
throughout the show, reading from them less and less as he becomes 
more confident. 

o iPhone (EVIL QUEEN) 
o eyeglasses (MOTHER GOOSE) 
o large envelope (MOTHER GOOSE) 

 
SCENE 4: 

o pumpkin spice air freshener (PETER PETER) 
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SCENE 5: 

o large envelope (GRANNY) 
o note (STALKER ONE) 
o easel and “In Memoriam” posters (HICKORY DICKORY) This can 

be projected onto a screen instead of using posters.  
 
SCENE 6: 

o basket of carrots and hay (MOTHER GOOSE) 
o blackbird pie under a napkin (HICKORY DICKORY) 

 
SCENE 7: 

o large envelope (PRINCE HANDSOME) 
 
SCENE 8: 

o cell phone (SLEEPING BEAUTY) 
o Optional prop: rolling chair or bed (SLEEPING BEAUTY) 

 
SCENE 9: 

o cell phone and earbuds (TEEN ONE) 
 
SCENE 10: None 
 
SCENE 11: 

o envelope (PETER-PETER) 
o cell phone (MARY-MARY) 
o Golden Goose egg (MOTHER GOOSE) 
o envelope (MOTHER GOOSE) 

 
  DO N

OT C
OPY



 KATIE B. OBERLANDER  9 
 

PREMIERE PRODUCTION 
 

The Golden Goose Awards was first produced through a partnership between 
Harborlight Montessori in Beverly, MA and Gloucester Stage Company in 
Gloucester, MA and featured the following cast members: Norah Hass, 
Thanos Pavlo, Ailey Larkin, Alejandra Ruiz Rendon, Lily Ricker, James 
Dickman, Michael Pitkin, Nathaniel Johnson, Alex Brissette, Sebby 
Brouillette, Maya Wakeham, Sierra Bickmore, Skyler Bickmore, Nina 
Johnson, Emanuel Okeke, Caitlyn Oakley, Runa Sudachi, Elin Thomas, 
Abigail Lance, Aurora Capobianco, Yianno Pavlo, Quade Bonds, Raquel del 
Rosario, Nina Johnson, Adam Berhout, Mary Hauck, Julien Blisard, Althea 
McHugh, Jed Collins, Jackson Pitkin, Gabby Brouillette, Paul Horowitz, 
Maggie Hauck, Farren Dichter, Emma Oakley, Alex Brissette, Nathaniel 
Johnson.  
 
Producer/Director: Katie Oberlander 
Company Manager: Karen Goodno-McGuire 
Stage Manager: Samantha Kalman 
Assistant Director: Candice Milan 
Props Manager: Corrine Previte 
Costume Manager: Beth Sieminski 
Scenic Design: Dawn Sarrouf 
Technical Director: Jessica Richmond 
Sound Design and Poster Design: Christopher Griffith 
Lighting Designer: Edward Lindem 
 
 

DEDICATION 
 

For Christopher Griffith, with admiration and appreciation and Candice Milan, 
whose dedication and passion helped bring this play (and many others) to life. 
Thank you. 
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SCENE 1 
 
AT START: A red carpet. SFX: Entertainment news magazine theme 
music. LITTLE MISS MUFFET, who is a reporter for Ever After Tonight, 
is sitting on a tuffet next to the red carpet holding a microphone. There 
is a wall from which HUMPTY DUMPTY will interview celebrities. If you 
are using FANS, waving signs and PAPARAZZI snapping pictures, 
they can be cordoned off by a velvet rope. You may also wish to have 
SECURITY or EXTRAS operating television cameras. Before and 
throughout the scene, any number of fairytale and nursery rhyme 
characters can walk the red carpet. As the scene begins, EVIL QUEEN 
enters and works the carpet, posing dramatically for pictures. SFX: 
Music fades. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  (Speaking with a sugary sweet voice.) 

Welcome to a special edition of Ever After Tonight, your source for 
fairytale and nursery rhyme entertainment news. We’re here live 
from the red carpet of the 100th annual Golden Goose Awards! I’m 
reporter Little Miss Muffet!  

 
EVIL QUEEN exits. EMPEROR enters, wearing a long, colorful robe. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Joining me on the red carpet this evening is 

fashion reporter Emperor, who has taken the world by storm with a 
new, provocative fashion line, “The Emperor’s New Clothes.”  

 
SFX: Cheering and applause for EMPEROR. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Emperor, darlin’, thanks for being here. Our 

audience loves to hear your take on red carpet fashion. 
 
BIG BAD WOLF enters and struts down the red carpet. 
 
EMPEROR:  Greetings all. It is I, Emperor. As you know, there is only 

a select few of us who can actually see true fashion, and I’m here 
tonight to tell you what’s hot and what’s not. Frankly, I’ll be surprised 
if we see any real style on the red carpet tonight. Just look at what 
the Big Bad Wolf is wearing! He looks absolutely ridiculous! 
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LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  That’s what they said at your parade. 
EMPEROR:  Pardon me? 
 
BIG BAD WOLF finishes posing and exits. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  We now welcome our special correspondent, 

social media expert and celebrity blogger... Humpty Dumpty! 
Humpty’s blog, the Humpington Post, has over two million followers.  

 
HUMPTY DUMPTY appears from behind the wall. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Humpty, honey, how do things look from the 

wall? 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Well, Little Miss Muffet, the stars are out tonight! 

All of Ever After’s top celebrities have turned out for this ceremony, 
which is sure to be a night full of glamour, entertainment and of 
course... magic.   

 
LITTLE BO PEEP enters with SHEEP. LITTLE BO PEEP is wearing 
head to toe wool and carrying a fancy crook. SHEEP sashays and 
poses like a high fashion model. SFX: Cheering and applause. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Next up on the red carpet are fashion 

designer Little Bo Peep and her sheep supermodel, nominated 
tonight in the category of best story. Look at her cute little outfit!  

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Little Bo Peep, you look marvelous!  What are 
you wearing? 

LITTLE BO PEEP:  (In a snooty French accent.) Zee name is “Lil Beau 
Pep.” Zee gown is from my own fashion line, “Beau Pep’s Wool 
Couture.” I work only in wool from my leetle sheep.  

 
SHEEP strikes a super-model pose. 
 
SHEEP:  (Haughtily.) Bah. 
EMPEROR:  How relevant! Fashion trends indicate that wool is the 

new silk. 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  I wore a “Beau Pep Wool Couture” gown last 

night. I got hives... but I still looked great! 
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HUMPTY DUMPTY:  I love your clothes! My “Beau Pep” wool 

underwear is the best! 
LITTLE BO PEEP:  (Disgusted.) Merci. 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  As you know, Cinderella has claimed the coveted 

Best Story award for the past ninety-nine years. How does it feel to 
be competing in that category tonight? This could be the year 
somebody breaks the streak. 

LITTLE BO PEEP:  We will win this year. Zee sheep is... How you say? 
Fierce.  

 
SFX: Catwalk music. SHEEP struts up and down the red carpet, posing 
and bleating. SFX: Music fades. 
 
LITTLE BO PEEP:  Sacre bleu! I am losing zee sheep! Excusez-moi.  
 
LITTLE BO PEEP herds SHEEP with her crook and they exit. SNOW 
WHITE and PRINCE HANDSOME enter. SFX: Cheering and applause. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Next up on the red carpet, we welcome Snow 

White and Prince Handsome. They’re nominated in multiple 
categories tonight.  

EMPEROR:  Oh dear. Her dress was obviously made by woodland 
creatures! 

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Snow White, Prince Handsome, you both look 
wonderful tonight. 

SNOW WHITE:  Thank you, Humpty. I do have a reputation to uphold 
in the forest. 

PRINCE HANDSOME:  And I’m really, really handsome.  
 
PRINCE HANDSOME flexes his muscles. SFX: Cheering and 
applause. 
 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  You’ve both earned so many Golden Goose 

awards over the years, but you’ve never won the top prize of Best 
Story. How does that make you feel? 

SNOW WHITE:  It’s an honor just to be nominated.  
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Prince Handsome, are you feeling nervous 

tonight? 
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PRINCE HANDSOME:  Do I look nervous?  
 
PRINCE HANDSOME poses dramatically. SFX: Cheering and 
applause. SNOW WHITE grabs PRINCE HANDSOME possessively 
and they exit. PRINCE BORING enters, accompanied by SLEEPING 
BEAUTY, who is either sleepwalking or wheeled in on a rolling bed or 
chair by an EXTRA. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Now coming down the red carpet are 

Sleeping Beauty and Prince Boring. Did you hear that she recently 
opened a business? It’s called “Sleeping Beauty’s Health Spa.” I 
can’t wait to try their beauty sleep treatments. 

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  She certainly is a beauty, of course, and her 
prince is well… He’s very… 

EMPEROR:  Boring. He’s very, very boring. 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Prince Boring, Sleeping Beauty, it’s great to see 

you tonight. 
PRINCE BORING:  (Monotone.) Hello, Humpty. I’m afraid my wife can’t 

greet you now. She’s sleeping. She’s always sleeping. There are 
many unwanted events that can come along with sleep. Examples 
include sleepwalking, sleep-eating, sleep-apnea, sleep driving, 
nightmares, night terrors, bedwetting–– 

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Thanks, I think we get the point. Now–– 
PRINCE BORING:  Of course, it can be dangerous which is why I try 

to keep my eye on her at all times. We often begin a conversation 
and when I start talking, she just seems to fall asleep. I’m not really 
sure why this keeps happening, but we’ve decided to open 
“Sleeping Beauty’s Heath Spa” in the hopes that…   

 
SLEEPING BEAUTY slowly raises her head. 
 
SLEEPING BEAUTY:  (Slowly, as if in a trance.) I’m Sleeping Beauty. 

If you want to get away from it all, look no further than my first-class 
health spa. One bite of a poison apple or a prick of a finger and 
you’ll be whisked away to dreamland. (Drops her head.) 

PRINCE BORING:  Yes, dear. We’re all very excited about the new 
business. And of course, we’re nominated for best love story! 
Sleeping Beauty and I have a great relationship. 
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SLEEPING BEAUTY snores loudly. 
 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Yes, I can see that. You seem to be a perfect 

match.  
PRINCE BORING:  Thank you, Humpty. I’m also presenting an award 

tonight. Rest assured that I have practiced speaking each 
nominee’s name slowly and clearly, using the correct pronunciation, 
of course. You know, I’ve extensively studied the regional dialects 
of all the lands in Ever After. Would you like me to inform you of the 
characteristics of each one?  

 
SLEEPING BEAUTY raises her head. 
 
SLEEPING BEAUTY:  (Slowly, as if in a trance.) At Sleeping Beauty’s 

Health Spa, you’ll enjoy a soothing, rejuvenating trace that will allow 
you to sleep your troubles away. (Drops her head.) 

PRINCE BORING:  Of course, timing and accuracy will be important in 
order to not slow the pace of the–– 

 
SLEEPING BEAUTY mumbles in her sleep. 
 
SLEEPING BEAUTY:  Sleep, sleep your troubles away! 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Well… talking with you both has been such a 

pleasure.  
PRINCE BORING:  Come along, my dear. I’ll tell you all about the 

properties of tree moss as we go into the theatre. 
 
PRINCE BORING leads SLEEPING BEAUTY away and they exit or 
she is wheeled off by an EXTRA. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  (Looking offstage.) Ah, coming up next on the 

red carpet, it’s the ultimate power couple, Cinderella and Prince 
Charming, looking glamorous as usual.  

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Anonymous sources recently informed me that 
their marriage is on the rocks. 
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CINDERELLA and PRINCE CHARMING enter. SFX: Cheering and 
applause. 
 
EMPEROR:  Notice the fine fairy detailing on the bodice of her dress.  

Her Godmother has really pulled out all the stops this year. 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Cinderella, Prince Charming, it’s wonderful to see 

you. 
PRINCE CHARMING:  Charmed, I’m sure. 
CINDERELLA:  Hello, Humpty.  You’re looking well put together. 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Thanks, Cindy. You are beautiful as always. 

Prince, you never seem to age. What’s your secret? 
PRINCE CHARMING:  Royal Jelly. Works like a charm.  
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  How are you feeling tonight? You’re competing 

against Little Bo Peep, a pretty popular nursery rhyme, in the top 
category of Best Story. 

PRINCE CHARMING:  It’s alarming how harming these disarming 
nursery rhymes could be to those of us who are charming. 

 
PRINCE CHARMING begins waving and posing on the red carpet. 
 
CINDERELLA:  Let’s go inside now, Charming…  
 
PRINCE CHARMING ignores her and keeps posing. 
 
CINDERELLA:  Charming, I said, let’s go!   
 
PRINCE CHARMING continues to ignore her. 
 
CINDERELLA:  Charming, come with me now! 
 
PRINCE CHARMING turns around and smiles. 
 
PRINCE CHARMING:  Third time’s a charm! 
 
PRINCE CHARMING winks at the audience. CINDERELLA exits, 
storming offstage. PRINCE CHARMING exits, continuing to wave as 
he leaves. 
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HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Well, it seems like the fairytale celebrities are a 

bit rattled. This should be an interesting night.  
 
SFX: Trumpet fanfare. MOTHER GOOSE enters, wearing a huge 
feathery white dress with a goose draped around her neck. MOTHER 
GOOSE or an EXTRA is carrying a large golden egg. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Oh, this is exciting! It’s Mother Goose! And 

look at what she’s wearing! 
EMPEROR:  Absolutely... gorgeous! She is a fashion icon. 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  As usual, Mother Goose has brought tonight’s 

biggest prize, a real Golden Goose Egg, which is presented at the 
end of the night to the nursery rhyme or fairytale that wins the top 
award of Best Story! 

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Mother Goose! This egg looks like the biggest 
one ever! 

MOTHER GOOSE:  What? Oh yes! Well, the Golden Goose has been 
taking steroids, you know, so...  

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Is it true that Golden Goose Eggs are solid gold? 
MOTHER GOOSE:  Oh yes, they are very valuable. At last year’s 

ceremony, the Golden Goose Egg was stolen by a cow who jumped 
over the moon, but the thief got airsick and then, of course, there 
was such a mess and the egg got smelly and–– 

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  That’s fascinating! Now, can you believe it’s the 
100th anniversary of the Golden Goose Awards? 

MOTHER GOOSE:  It’s been 100 years? Why, it seems like just 
yesterday that my late husband, Father Gander, and I hosted the 
first ceremony. I believe Cinderella won Best Story. Of course, 
things have changed so much since then. Who’s nominated this 
year? 

HUMPTY DUMPTY:  (Embarrassed because nothing has changed.) 
Ummm... Well... 

MOTHER GOOSE:  Toodeloo, my dear! I’ll see you inside the theatre!  
 
MOTHER GOOSE exits. LITTLE MATCH GIRL enters, wearing a torn, 
ragged dress. She poses on the red carpet. SFX: Cheering and 
applause. 
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LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Well, that just about wraps up our preshow 

coverage.  
EMPEROR:  Oh, look at the Little Match Girl!  She’s literally wearing 

rags! Distressed garments are so last season! These outfits are just 
atrocious!  

LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Thank you, Emperor, for your frank insight 
into the red-carpet fashions. 

EMPEROR:  I like to tell the naked truth. 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  Oh, we know. 
HUMPTY DUMPTY:  Well, the ceremony is about to begin. I guess I’d 

better be getting inside the theatre now! Whoops! 
 
HUMPTY DUMPTY slips and falls behind the wall. SFX: Egg cracking 
sound. 
 
LITTLE MISS MUFFET:  What a jokester! That Humpty Dumpty just 

cracks me up! This is Little Miss Muffet with Ever After Tonight, 
signing off from the red carpet. Stay tuned for the start of the 100th 
Annual Golden Goose Awards!  

 
SFX: Entertainment show music. Lights out. 
 
 

SCENE 2 
 
AT START: Lights up on the “backstage” area of the stage. There is a 
“Quiet Backstage” sign. Perhaps there are costume racks and a small 
vanity table with lights. PETER-PETER, wearing a dark suit with an 
orange pocket square, is standing next to a basket or pile of pumpkins 
and holding one aloft. 
 
PETER-PETER:  (Holding up the pumpkin as if it is an award.) I can’t 

believe this is happening. Never in my wildest dreams could I have 
imagined this fantasy could come true. I feel like my whole life has 
been leading up to this one perfect moment, and I have finally found 
the most precious prize anyone could receive. I’d like to thank my 
mom, my dad and destiny for bringing me here and to all those 
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pumpkin eaters out there who share my passion I say, “This bite’s 
for you!” 

 
PETER-PETER begins to take a bite of the pumpkin. MARY-MARY 
enters. She is dressed for work in a suit and wearing a headset. 
 
MARY-MARY:  Hey!  What are you doing! Don’t eat the pumpkin! 
PETER-PETER:  I wasn’t!  I mean, it just looked so round and orange 

and pumpkiny and–– 
MARY-MARY:  (Grabbing the pumpkin.) The pumpkins are for fairy 

godmother emergency use only. Who are you? 
PETER-PETER:  I’m with the catering company, Ma’am. I’m Peter-

Peter–– 
MARY-MARY:  Pumpkin Eater! I can’t believe Old Mother Hubbard’s 

Cupboard would hire such a well-known squash addict! 
PETER-PETER:  I’m trying to quit pumpkins! Look, I have a patch!  
 
Rolls up the sleeve of his shirt to reveal an orange patch on his arm. 
 
MARY-MARY:  You’re wearing a pumpkin patch. 
PETER-PETER:  It really reduces my cravings!   
MARY-MARY:  Yes, I noticed that earlier when you were licking this 

raw pumpkin. Get back to work! The ceremony is starting soon!   
PETER-PETER:  Yes, yes! Right away, Miss–– 
MARY-MARY:  Mary-Mary Quite Contrary. I’m the producer of the 

100th Annual Golden Goose Awards, the biggest and most 
important event in all of Ever After. And if you don’t leave my sight 
right now, you’re going to get a taste of just how contrary I can be!  

PETER-PETER:  Yes, Ma’am!  
 
PETER-PETER grabs the pumpkin from MARY-MARY and exits 
hurriedly. 
 
MARY-MARY:  (Speaking into her headset.) Hickory Dickory and 

Dock! Please report to the stage immediately for the preshow 
briefing.  

 
HICKORY DICKORY enters, wearing a headset. 
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HICKORY DICKORY:  Hickory Dickory reporting for duty! 
MARY-MARY:  Hickory Dickory, where’s Dock? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  He’s dealing with a giant problem backstage.  
MARY-MARY:  Giant as in big? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Giant as in giant. There’s a huge giant 

threatening to stomp all over the ceremony. 
 
THE GIANT roars from offstage. 
 
HICKORY DICKORY:  He’s mad that he’s not nominated for Best 

Song. 
THE GIANT:  (From offstage.) Fe Fi Fo Fum! I smell the blood of an 

Englishman! 
MARY-MARY:  That is kinda catchy. 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Don’t worry, Boss. Dock’s got a harp back 

there. The guy will be asleep in minutes. 
MARY-MARY:  Really? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Have you heard Dock play the harp? It’s super 

boring. 
MARY-MARY:  Okay. The show starts in ten minutes. What’s our 

status? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Ever After Tonight’s red-carpet coverage just 

ended. We’re airing a bunch of commercials.  
MARY-MARY:  Did you see Cinderella yet? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  She brought her mice. 
MARY-MARY:  Give me a break! 
HICKORY DICKORY:  We set up traps in the kitchen.  
MARY-MARY:  Good. Nothing can go wrong tonight. It’s my first job as 

producer, and I don’t want it to be my last.  
HICKORY DICKORY:  What about your garden business? Mary-Mary, 

quite contrary, how does your garden grow? 
MARY-MARY:  I hate plants. Why do you think I’m so contrary all the 

time? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Hold on, I’m getting a message from Dock. 

(Speaking into the headset.) Ok––I see––Thanks. (To MARY-
MARY.) Boss, we’ve got a problem. The host for tonight’s ceremony 
is not coming. 
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MARY-MARY:  The Boy Who Cried Wolf? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Apparently, he’s in jail again. He cried “wolf” too 

many times. Also, he kept jaywalking with his sheep all around his 
village. Actually, that too seems like a cry for help!  

MARY-MARY:  How can we replace him on such short notice? Most of 
Ever After’s celebrities are nominated tonight. This is a disaster! 

 
SFX: Upbeat Fiddle Music. OLD KING COLE, with a pipe in his mouth 
and holding a bowl, enters with FIDDLER playing a fiddle and a 
dancing JESTER. FIDDLER stops playing and SFX: Fiddle Music 
fades. 
 
OLD KING COLE:  (Taking the pipe out of his mouth.) What’s going 

on here? 
JESTER:  (Sings.) Old King Cole was a merry old soul and a merry old 

soul was he! He called for his pipe and he called for his bowl and 
he called for his fiddlers three! 

OLD KING COLE:  Jester! 
JESTER:  (Speaks.) Sorry, Your Highness! (Sings.) He called for his 

fiddler one! (Whispering to the audience.) The other two fiddlers 
have the night off!   

OLD KING COLE:  What’s this I hear about a disaster, Mary-Mary?  As 
the chief sponsor of this event, I should be informed if there are 
problems! 

MARY-MARY:  Just a minor snag, Your Majesty. The Boy Who Cried 
Wolf is unavailable to host the ceremony tonight. But we have a 
replacement. My production assistant was just about to get him. Go 
fetch the new host, Hickory Dickory. You know, the perfectly 
qualified, nicely dressed Ever After celebrity that might seem like a 
random person, any old person that you happened to find 
somewhere nearby but is really the perfect replacement host for the 
100th Annual Golden Goose Awards.   

HICKORY DICKORY:  But–– 
MARY-MARY:  Go find someone now!   
 
HICKORY DICKORY exits, running offstage. 
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JESTER:  (Sings.) Mary-Mary Quite Contrary, how does your garden 

grow? Your blunders and your blatant lies are going to ruin the 
show! 

OLD KING COLE:  Mary-Mary, I’m a long-time sponsor of the Golden 
Goose Awards, but our television and online ratings in the past few 
years have been lower than ever. I was hoping that hiring you as 
the producer would improve the quality of the show, but you seem 
to be getting off to a rough start.   

MARY-MARY:  Your Highness, I–– 
JESTER:  (Sings.) Mary-Mary, can this be true? It seems you were just 

hired!  But Old King Cole is pretty mad, and it looks like you are–– 
 
HICKORY DICKORY enters, dragging PETER-PETER. 
 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Peter-Peter Pumpkin Eater! 
MARY-MARY:  What? 
HICKORY DICKORY:  This is Peter-Peter Pumpkin Eater! He can be 

the host of the Golden Goose Awards tonight! 
OLD KING COLE:  (Slowly.) Peter-Peter Pumpkin Eater. 
MARY-MARY:  Your Highness, I’m sorry, this is obviously–– 
OLD KING COLE:  A brilliant choice! Peter-Peter Pumpkin Eater, an 

obscure nursery rhyme character. A misfit whose only claim to fame 
is eating pumpkins. An outcast, pathetic figure... 

PETER-PETER:  Gee, thanks. 
OLD KING COLE:  ...suddenly thrust into the spotlight! An underdog 

hosting the most important awards show in Ever After! Why, if this 
fool can be the host tonight, then anything can happen! 

MARY-MARY:  That’s what I’m afraid of. 
OLD KING COLE:  Nice work, Mary-Mary! Keep it up! I’ll be in the 

audience tonight, of course, so I’ll be monitoring your every move.  
The 100th annual Golden Goose Awards will be the best, highest 
rated awards show ever. And if it isn’t, your career will be over, and 
you’ll never work in Ever After again. Cheerio! 

JESTER:  (Sings.) Old King Cole is leaving now, he’s as happy as can 
be! He’s got his bowl, he’s got his pipe and he’s got his fiddlers–– 

FIDDLER:  (Whispers.) One! 
JESTER:  (Sings.) One! 
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FIDDLER begins playing. SFX: Upbeat fiddle music. OLD KING COLE, 
JESTER and FIDDLER exit. SFX: Music fades. MARY-MARY and 
HICKORY DICKORY stare at PETER-PETER. 
 
PETER-PETER:  Well, I think I’ll be going now... 
MARY-MARY:  Hickory Dickory, get Peter-Peter’s measurements… 
 
HICKORY DICKORY whips out a tape measure and begins taking 
PETER-PETER’s measurements. 
 
MARY-MARY:  …and have the tailors begin work on some flashy 

orange clothes, maybe a sparkly vest and... a pumpkin hat! A big 
orange pumpkin hat so he’s instantly recognizable! 

PETER-PETER:  I’m not wearing a pumpkin hat!  
 
HICKORY DICKORY measures the circumference of PETER-
PETER’S head. 
 
MARY-MARY:  Then, collect all the pumpkins from this theatre–– 
HICKORY DICKORY:  (Runs to collect pumpkins.) On it, boss! 
MARY-MARY:  And throw them in the dumpster out back! 
PETER-PETER:  Now, wait a minute, those are perfectly good 

pumpkins, fine pumpkins, actually–– 
MARY-MARY:  Also, get to work on some pumpkin jokes. 
HICKORY DICKORY:  Got it.    
 
HICKORY DICKORY exits with an armful of pumpkins. 
 
PETER-PETER:  I can’t be the host of the Golden Goose Awards. I 

don’t want to.  
MARY-MARY:  This job is important to me and I can’t do it without you.  

You heard Old King Cole. If the Golden Goose Awards lays an egg, 
I’m finished. 

PETER-PETER:  But Mary-Mary–– 
MARY-MARY:  You like pumpkins, right? Well, I happen to have a 

pretty spectacular garden. With rows and rows of big, round, 
orange–– 

PETER-PETER:  Pumpkins!  
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MARY-MARY:  They’re all yours... if you host the ceremony tonight. 
PETER-PETER:  I’ll do it. But the pumpkin hat is a deal-breaker. 
 
Blackout. 
 
 

SCENE 3 
 
AT START: Lights up on an elaborately decorated stage. A sign reads 
“The 100th Annual Golden Goose Awards.” There is a podium where 
presenters speak and many trophies with golden eggs on the top 
displayed on a table upstage. It is almost showtime. SFX: Orchestra 
tuning music. PETER-PETER enters. He is wearing a huge pumpkin 
hat and sparkly orange vest and bowtie. MARY-MARY and HICKORY 
DICKORY enter behind him. SFX: Music fades.  
 
PETER-PETER:  I look ridiculous.  
MARY-MARY:  C’mon, it’s show biz! Why don’t you go over your lines? 

I need to instruct the audience. 
 
HICKORY DICKORY pulls PETER-PETER aside and gives him a stack 
of small cue cards to read from. They argue silently as MARY-MARY 
steps forward to address the audience. 
 
MARY-MARY:  Good evening, everyone, and welcome to the Golden 

Goose Awards! Before the ceremony begins, I’d like to remind you 
all that this is a live television event. Please remember to cheer on 
the nominees when you see the applause sign. 

 
An onstage applause sign lights up briefly. 
 
MARY-MARY:  Please do not leave the theatre during the ceremony. 

You may go to the bathroom during commercial breaks, but be 
advised that during your absence your seat will be occupied by a 
seat-filler.  Tonight’s designated seat-filler is the Big Bad Wolf. 

 
BIG BAD WOLF enters and pushes his way through a row of seats on 
the audience. 
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BIG BAD WOLF:  Excuse me!  Coming through!  Official seat-filler 

business!  (Stands over an audience member and addresses them.) 
Okay, I’m here.  Get up! 

MARY-MARY:  Big Bad Wolf, that seat doesn’t need to be filled. 
Someone is sitting there. 

BIG BAD WOLF:  But I’m the seat filler!  I fill the seats. Move over, 
buddy!   

MARY-MARY:  You fill the seat if someone needs to get up.  Later.  
Come back later. 

BIG BAD WOLF:  (Menacingly to the audience member.) I’ll be back. 
(Exits.) 

MARY-MARY:  Well, I think I’ve covered everything.  The ceremony 
will start in a few minutes. Enjoy the show, everyone! 

HICKORY DICKORY:  Ok, stand by! We’re going live in five-four… 
 
HICKORY DICKORY continues counting silently as PETER-PETER 
and MARY-MARY speak. 
 
PETER-PETER:  I can’t do this!  
MARY-MARY:  Just read your lines correctly and you should be fine.  

Try to smile, laugh and make people feel at ease. 
PETER-PETER:  Like this? (Smiles widely and laughs awkwardly.) 
MARY-MARY:  Not exactly. 
 
HICKORY DICKORY is done counting and signals for the show to 
begin. HICKORY DICKORY, MARY-MARY and PETER-PETER exit. 
The lights darken and spotlights dramatically move around the room. 
We hear an announcer’s voice. 
 
ANNOUNCER:  Ladies and gentlemen, fairytale and nursery rhyme 

characters, welcome to the 100th Annual Golden Goose Awards. 
 
SFX: Awards show music. 
 
ANNOUNCER:  And now, please welcome our host, Peter-Peter 

Pumpkin Eater! 
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Applause sign lights. The music swells as the spotlights focus on 
PETER-PETER as he enters upstage and moves behind the podium. 
MARY-MARY enters downstage and watches from the side. SFX: 
Music fades. 
 
PETER-PETER:  (Stiffly reading from cue cards pulled from his jacket 

pocket.) Good evening, everyone!  I’m Peter-Peter Pumpkin Eater. 
Have you ever wondered why Cinderella is a bad softball player? 
It’s because her coach is a pumpkin! (Smiles widely and laughs 
awkwardly.) 

MARY-MARY:  Oh, I am so fired. (Exits.) 
PETER-PETER:  (Consulting the cue cards.) Ok, ummm. Our first 

award tonight is for Best Beauty. Here to present this award is The 
Evil Queen and her Magic Mirror! 

 
Applause sign lights. PETER-PETER exits. SFX: Dramatic Orchestral 
Music. EVIL QUEEN and MAGIC MIRROR enter. They step up to the 
podium. SFX: Music fades. 
 
EVIL QUEEN:  Greetings, fools! We are here to present the Golden 

Goose Award in the category of Most Beautiful. Magic Mirror, are 
you happy to be here?  

MAGIC MIRROR:  It’s a nice change from simply hanging around the 
house.  Actually, upon reflection, this is one of the most exciting 
nights of my life.  

EVIL QUEEN:  And the nominees for Most Beautiful are… 
MAGIC MIRROR:  Sleeping Beauty. 
EVIL QUEEN:  Oh please!  She always has bed-head! 
MAGIC MIRROR:  The Little Mermaid. 
EVIL QUEEN:  Have you seen her tail? It’s scaly! 
MAGIC MIRROR:  And Snow White. 
EVIL QUEEN:  You’ve got to be kidding me! 
MAGIC MIRROR:  I know! I’m a real pane!  
EVIL QUEEN:  Let’s just get this over with! Mirror, mirror on the wall.  

Who’s the fairest one of all? 
MAGIC MIRROR:  The winner is... Snow White! 
EVIL QUEEN:  (Sarcastically.) What a surprise!  
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Applause sign lights. SFX: Orchestral music. EVIL QUEEN grabs the 
trophy for Most Beautiful from the table and admires it. SNOW WHITE 
enters. She has to pry the trophy out of the EVIL QUEEN’S hands. 
SFX: Music fades. 
 
SNOW WHITE:  Oh, thank you so much! This is such an honor, but I 

hope we will all remember that what really matters is one’s inner 
beauty! 

MAGIC MIRROR:  Awww! 
EVIL QUEEN:  That’s so inspirational! Snow White, since you are the 

winner, I’d also like to present you with this brand-new iPhone!  
 
EVIL QUEEN holds up an iPhone and offers it to SNOW WHITE. 
 
SNOW WHITE:  No! No apples! No apples! (Exits running offstage.) 
EVIL QUEEN:  Oh well, it was worth a try.  (Exits.) 
MAGIC MIRROR:  Don’t worry. I’ll see myself out.  
 
Applause sign lights. SFX: Orchestral play-off music. MAGIC MIRROR 
exits. PETER-PETER enters and steps up to the podium. SFX: Music 
fades. 
 
PETER-PETER:  Here to present our next award is the queen of 

nursery rhymes, Mother Goose. 
 
Applause sign lights. SFX: Orchestral music. MOTHER GOOSE enters 
holding a large envelope. She waves to the audience and wanders 
around the stage. She then begins to leave, but PETER-PETER steers 
her towards the podium. SFX: Music fades. 
 
MOTHER GOOSE:  Many thanks, Peter Piper, for that kind 

introduction.  Hello my dears! I’m so happy to be here tonight to... 
Why am I here exactly?  

PETER-PETER:  (Handing MOTHER GOOSE a cue card.) You’re 
presenting the award for Best Love Story. 

MOTHER GOOSE:  Oh yes, Best Love Story. Now, the nominees are... 
let’s see, where are my glasses? (Pulls out a pair of reading glasses 
and peers at the cue card.) The nominees are... Snow White and 
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Prince Handsome. Those two are such a lovely couple, and it’s so 
impressive how he brought her back to life with true love’s kiss. Oh, 
let’s give the award to them, shall we?   

PETER-PETER:  Mother Goose, we need you to announce the other 
names, and then we’ll open the envelope and see who wins.  

MOTHER GOOSE:  Oh, yes, that will be fun! Hmmm... the next couple 
seems to be Cinderella and Prince Charming. Yes, that was a great 
love story. She let down her hair, she had ever so much hair, you 
know and then he just climbed up. It really must have hurt, I 
suppose, all that climbing and–– 

PETER-PETER:  Um, I think you’re referring to Rapunzel. The 
nominees are Cinderella and Prince Charming. 

MOTHER GOOSE:  Oh, the ones with the shoe. Thank you, Peter and 
the Wolf. Yes, I believe she developed a pretty bad case of athlete’s 
foot afterwards, but I suppose it was all very romantic anyway. Still, 
there was a lot of itching, probably, and perhaps a discharge from 
the toenails–– 

PETER-PETER:  Mother Goose, why don’t you read the names of the 
last couple up for Best Love Story? 

MOTHER GOOSE:  Certainly dear, Peter Pan, the names are Sleeping 
Beauty and Prince Boring. Oh yes, I’ve met them. She sleeps a lot 
and he’s... boring. Well, not everyone can be charming and 
handsome, I suppose. I’m sure they have a lovely palace. 

PETER-PETER:  And the winners are? 
MOTHER GOOSE:  (Opening the large envelope.) Hmmm... I can’t 

quite make this out. Could you read it, Peter Rabbit? 
PETER-PETER:  The winners of Best Love Story are Cinderella and 

Prince Charming. 
 
Applause sign lights. SFX: Romantic Orchestral Music. CINDERELLA 
and PRINCE CHARMING enter. MOTHER GOOSE picks up the trophy 
for Best Love Story from the table and hands it to CINDERELLA. SFX: 
Music fades. 
 
CINDERELLA:  Charming and I are humbled to accept this award 

tonight.  We’d like to thank my fairy godmother, of course and–– 
PRINCE CHARMING:  (Grabs the trophy from CINDERELLA.) It’s not 

easy to maintain such a high level of charm year after year. I’d like 
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to thank my personal trainer, Jack Sprat, who keeps me in tip-top 
shape, the Rub-a-dub-dub beauty salon where I get my weekly 
manis and pedis, and the Georgie Porgie hair club for men that 
helps me to maintain my dashing good looks. I’d also like to thank 
the fine folks at–– 

CINDERELLA:  Charming, this isn’t all about you! It takes two to make 
a great love story! 

PRINCE CHARMING:  Yes, but I’m explaining how my charm keeps 
our romance alive! 

CINDERELLA:  Is it really alive, Charming? I’d say our romance is 
dead!  Dead as a doornail! 

 
Applause sign lights. SFX: Orchestral play-off music. CINDERELLA 
and PRINCE CHARMING continue arguing as they exit. MOTHER 
GOOSE wanders around the stage until PETER-PETER leads her 
along and they exit. 
 
ANNOUNCER:  (Over the music and action.) Ladies and Gentlemen, 

we’ll be right back to the 100th Annual Golden Goose Awards after 
a few brief words from our sponsor!  

 
Blackout. SFX: Music fades. 
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