A FARE RIDE

A TEN MINUTE DUET

By Matt Thompson

Copyright © MMVIII by Matt Thompson
All Rights Reserved
Brooklyn Publishers, LLC in association with Heuer Publishing LLC

Professionals and amateurs are hereby warned that this work is subject to a royalty. Royalty
must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is presented for profit and whether
or not admission is charged. A play is performed any time it is acted before an audience. All
rights to this work of any kind including but not limited to professional and amateur stage
performing rights are controlled exclusively by Brooklyn Publishers, LLC and Heuer Publishing
LLC. Inquiries concerning rights should be addressed to Brooklyn Publishers, LLC.

This work is fully protected by copyright. No part of this work may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without permission of the publisher. Copying (by any
means) or performing a copyrighted work without permission constitutes an infringement of
copyright.

All organizations receiving permission to produce this work agree to give the author(s) credit in
any and all advertisement and publicity relating to the production. The author(s) billing must
appear below the title and be at least 50% as large as the title of the Work. All programs,
advertisements, and other printed material distributed or published in connection with
production of the work must include the following notice: “Produced by special arrangement
with Brooklyn Publishers, LLC in association with Heuer Publishing LLC.”

There shall be no deletions, alterations, or changes of any kind made to the work, including the
changing of character gender, the cutting of dialogue, or the alteration of objectionable language
unless directly authorized by the publisher or otherwise allowed in the work’s “Production
Notes.” The title of the play shall not be altered.

The right of performance is not transferable and is strictly forbidden in cases where scripts are
borrowed or purchased second-hand from a third party. All rights, including but not limited to
professional and amateur stage performing, recitation, lecturing, public reading, television,
radio, motion picture, video or sound taping, internet streaming or other forms of broadcast as
technology progresses, and the rights of translation into foreign languages, are strictly reserved.

COPYING OR REPRODUCING ALL OR ANY PART OF THIS BOOK
IN ANY MANNER IS STRICTLY FORBIDDEN BY LAW. One copy for
each speaking role must be purchased for production purposes. Single copies of scripts are sold
for personal reading or production consideration only.

BROOKLYN PUBLISHERS, LLC
P.O. BOX 248 » CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 52406
TOLL FREE (888) 473-8521  FAX (319) 368-8011



A FARE RIDE

A FARE RIDE
By Matt Thompson

SYNOPSIS: When a deft bank robber dives into the back sgat of a tough-
as-nails New York city female cab driver, he finds that he has
than he can handle! This quirky comedy is sure to bring a simi our face.

CAST OF CHARACTERS
(1 MAN, 1 WOMAN)

THIEF (M) cooeieceeeeeece e A bumblingfcon artishwho tries to rob a
bank. Asks Qut the taxj/ driver.
ils; ‘

TAXI DRIVER (f) oo, Tough- ork City know-it-
all calydriver.

Winner of the 2006 Theatre Alliangg’ Festival of San Diego’s
Bes rt Play Award
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AT RISE:

Lights up. A taxi cab. Two chairs and a steering wheel sit center
stage. A sassy female TAXI DRIVER hums a tune to herself and pulls
the taxi over. A young man, a BANK ROBBER, not too bright, enters
the cab. She begins to drive.

BANK ROBBER: (Overly dramatic.) Okay, go, go,

A beat.

TAXI DRIVER: (A little excited.) So, where gre we@oing~
BANK ROBBER: (Taking out a gun ang ) it at the TAXI

DRIVER.) Just drive, lady.
TAXI DRIVER: (Very composed.) Qkay. (THEY drive for a while.
TAXI DRIVER hums her tune.) Where are we going?

BANK ROBBER: The nearest bank.

TAXI DRIVER: Do you want a hig-bank or a medium-sized bank or a
family-owned little bank?

BANK ROBBER: | don't knéw. J e me to a bank on the west

side.

TAXI DRIVER: Bank ¢ Vest, Oregon Financial, Americorp
Home and Loan, Carsan gs? Carson! Have you ever been to
the city of Car v a dump! | think it's short for
Carcinogenic. You cause they got all those oil refineries
there, and it's ad for the environment, and...

BANK ROBBER: Wait, Wait, wait! What was the second one?

TAXI DRIVER:=@kegon Financial?

BANK ROBBER: N@g, the third one, then!

TAXI DRIVER: Bankjof the West?

i {0, the long one.

TAXI DRIVER® ) Americorp Home and Loan?

BA ROBBER: Yeah. That's the one! Take me to that one.

TAXI DRIVER/ It's closed.

BANK ROBBER: How do you know?

TAXI DRIVER: It's Saturday.

BANK ROBBER: So0?
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TAXI DRIVER: So they're a Jewish bank. They're not open today.
Well, actually they close on Friday night when the sun goes down
and they stay closed until Saturday night, but then again, no banks
are even open at night, so they just stay closed all day Saturday,

SO...

BANK ROBBER: Okay! Okay! Well, which banks ake open on
Saturday?

TAXI DRIVER: What do | look like, the Yellow P

BANK ROBBER: What time is it?
TAXI DRIVER: It's about 12:30. Most banks clo ne. So you

better hurry and make up your mind.
BANK ROBBER: Just shut up and drive!
TAXI DRIVER: Okay! So pushy. (A beal st rob a bank?

BANK ROBBER: Why do you ask?

TAXI DRIVER: Because you jumpediin the cab and yelled, "Go, Go,
Go!" like 1 was already the get-away you were escaping.
BANK ROBBER: | was...rehear
TAXI DRIVER: Rehearsing?

You're not some "method"
BANK ROBBER: No! I'm g
TAXI DRIVER: That's tog@ bad. | [ave actors.

BANK ROBBER: (A, lit with her now.) Look, just drive,
okay?

TAXI DRIVER: Right. I , | want to be efficient and all as your
accomplice, b rgot, which bank are we going to?

BANK ROBBER: Just me to the closest one! And you're not an
accomplice

t are you, an actor or something?
getinto a role, are you?

e disappointed.) I'm not?
oy | work alone.
TAXI DR : der her breath.) Then why don't you drive the get-

: What, what?

TAXI DRIVE (Sweet and cheery.) Nothing. Where are we going
again?

BANK ROBBER: Uh...the west side.

TAXI DRIVER: | thought you wanted the bank downtown?

BANK ROBBER: You said they're not open on Saturday!

-4-
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TAXI DRIVER: | didn't say that.

BANK ROBBER: Yes, you did. You said many of the banks are not
open on Saturdays.

TAXI DRIVER: Some of them are.

BANK ROBBER: But that's what you said!

TAXI DRIVER: 1 don't remember saying that. But some& banks are
open and some are closed.

BANK ROBBER: Well, which ones?

TAXI DRIVER: Which ones what?
BANK ROBBER: Which ones are open today?
TAXI DRIVER: You mean which banks?

BANK ROBBER: (Becoming frustrated.) banks.

TAXI DRIVER: | don't work in a bank: b. You didn't do
your research too well before you planned this whole thing out, did
you?

BANK ROBBER: Just keep driving, or t you!

TAXI DRIVER: You can't shootfme. We're going 80 miles per hour
on the expressway. If yo ot me, then you would die too,
because the car would ca ontrol and slam into the next
car, and then...

BANK ROBBER: Okay,

TAXI DRIVER: If | pull ove
I'll just keep driving-

BANK ROBBER: But..

p and pull over!
you'll shoot me and drive away, so

The BANK ROBBER is
DRIVER begi

pletely frustrated at this point as the TAXI
g;.hum a tune.

. Is it from a TV show?

TAXI DRIVERS You're getting warm.

BANK ROBBER: Alright, forget it, what am | doing? No more games!

TAXI DRIVER: 1 just thought that we could play a little driving game
to pass the time.
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BANK ROBBER: We are not playing any driving games, because |
am in charge here! | have the gun!
TAXI DRIVER: Okay. You've got the gun. But I've got the marzipan.

Beat.
BANK ROBBER: What?
TAXI DRIVER: Nothing.

Beat. ; /
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