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CHARACTERS
(7M, 6W, 2 Extras)

MORTIMER The narrator; a turkey

ED PARKER 44-year old father; a salesman who travels
often; easy-going

SANDRA PARKER 42-year old mother; a homemaker; attractive,
youthful, and energetic; often or the
kids’ older sister

EDEN PARKER 18-year old; responsible, b ttimes; a
motherly perfectionist

WILLIAM PARKER 17-year old; qui

MADELINE PARKER  16-year old; b
shopping addict

IAN PARKER 13-year nergetic; extremely imagination;
in erlock Holmes

DEREK PARKER

aternal twin; wears glasses;
vays arguing with DANI

DANI PARKER Id fraternal twin; loud, athletic,
kster; always arguing with DEREK
JUSTIN PARKE 11-year old; clumsy, accident-prone; earnestly
seeks the approval of his parents and older
siblings

KARA 9-year old; an avid animal lover; drama queen

LILY PARKE 4-year old; quiet, shy; shadows Eden’s every

move much to Eden’s frustration

GRANDPA LEARY 72-year old; SANDRA's father; his wife died
five years ago; spry, ornery, stubborn; loud-
spoken due to hearing loss; eyesight also
questionable

POLICE OFFICER 1 (HANK)
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POLICE OFFICER 2 (STEVE)

Time: Modern day; Thanksgiving Day, approximately eight o’clock in
the morning

Setting: The Parkers’ house

THE SET

Set instructions

The majority of the play takes place in the Parkegfamily“diRing room
and kitchen. A long dining room table with twelve
stage, the long side of the table parallel t
left of the table is an L-shaped kitchen
stage right (See Stage Lay-out Chart i
“backyard” is upstage center, behind a t of the table. There is
a mirror beside this exit. The exit to the “g is downstage right. The

exit into the other parts of the ho is stage left.
Three scenes take place in the - scenes may take place in

the extreme stage left or on a gtage left wing. Bales of hay and other
miscellaneous farm equi fare placed at random around this area.

e L pointing toward
. The exit to the

Regular indoor lig
dining room ana
taking pl i

Prope ist for The Case of the Missing Gobbler

For Act |, Scene 1
Potatoes — Sandra
Vegetable peeler — Sandra
Briefcase — Ed

Ear phones — William
Orange juice — William
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Drinking glass — William

Santa Claus hat — Dani

Cell phone — Madeline

Cutting board — Eden

Cans of pumpkin — Sandra

Pumpkin pie shell — Sandra

“Spy” notebook — lan

Telephone with extra long cord — Sandra

Axe — William

Notepad and pen — Sandra / Eden

For Act |, Scene 2 Q

Magnifying glass — lan

For Act Il, Scene 1
Phone book — lan
Handcuffs — Grandpa

Knife block with knives — Grandpa

Extra large fake knife — Grandpa

Homemade Thanksgiving decorations — i Derek
Turkey feather — Kara

Bag of miniature marshmallows ) — Lily
Television remote control — Dani

Thick book — Kara O

For Act ll, Scene 2

“Ransom” note — lan

For Act Ill, Scene 1
Police whistle — Police offic
Megaphone, optigaal — Police officers

ez

e officers

For Act lll, Sce
Coffee
Cell p

*William’s axe“and Grandpa'’s knife may be plastic or toys. Grandpa’s
knife, in particular, is even more comical if it is an oversized, obviously
fake plastic knife. Both the axe and the knife may be created out of
cardboard and aluminum foil, if preferred.
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Costuming List for The Case of the Missing Gobbler

Mortimer Dani

Turkey costume Denver Broncos jersey
Jeans

Ed

Business suit and tie Derek
Button-down shirt

Sandra Sweater vest

Turtleneck shirt Khaki pants

Long denim skirt Large glasse

Apron

Coat and scarf Justin

Purse

Eden

T-shirt

Button-down cardigan

Khaki pants

William Thin-framed glasses, optional
T-shirt M
Jeans

Casual, “little girl” dress

Madeline
Stylish shirt Grandpa
Stylish pants, capris i Flannel shirt
Accessories Jeans

Work boots
lan
Button-down shir Police Officers
Khaki pants Uniforms

Sherlock Holmeshh
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Stage Lay-out Charts for The Case of the Missing Gobbler

Act |, Scene 2
Lily
Eden
Kara lan

Exit to O O
“garage”

DINING

ROOM

TABLE

JustinQ

Madeline
Exit to
“barn”
KITCHEN
COUNTER

Exit to rest of house



THE CASE OF THE MISSING GOBBLER — Page 8

Act lll, Scene 2

lan
Exit to O

“garage”

O DINING
Justin ROOM ODe

TABLE

Kara O

ni

Qandpa
®i
dra lan

William

Exit to
“barn”

KITCHEN
COUNTER

Exit to rest of house
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THE CASE OF THE MISSING GOBBLER
A Three-Act Thanksgiving Play
by
Megan Orr
ACT |

SCENE 1

story for you! Now, this isn’t your typical The
Pilgrims and Indians. And good ole [
making an appearance, either. Thig'story is
kids. Count ‘em. Nine.

pout a family with nine

Lights slowly begin to rise. ED, dress usiness suit, is

straightening his tie in front of hall mirror while SANDRA,

wearing an apron, is at the Kitc ounter peeling potatoes. As
h

MORTIMER introduces each, the ter turns to face the

@ until the introduction is over
[}

er made Ed and Sandy want so
eyond me. But, that's my own

audience and freezes in mid
and then goes back in

MORTIMER: (voice
many kids in the
personal opinion.

ED: (shouting to SANDY) ey! Have you seen my briefcase?

ather of nine. A hard worker, too, that Ed. He’s even
on Thanksgiving Day.

(ED and SANDRA “unfreeze.”)

SANDRA: (shouting back to ED) I think the kids were using it to play
Office yesterday. Check the meat freezer.

ED: The meat freezer?! What in the world were they doing with it
there?
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(ED crosses to downstage right exit.)

SANDRA: Oh, one of the kids got “transferred.” To the Arctic, | think.
ED: Nice office. Hope they're not thinking of transferring me!

(ED exits downstage right and returns a moment later with his
briefcase.)

SANDRA: Ed, are you sure you'll be back by four? I'd hate 1@ have all
this food ready and then find out you're still on the r

(ED crosses to SANDY.)
ED: Don’t worry, hon. It's just a quick trip down tesA

back in plenty of time to help you carve the
SANDRA: Carve the turkey? I'm more worried@ab
0zen drumsticks on

turkey. I've already gotten four dib
ED: (giving SANDRA a hug) I'll pick upla bag of
my way home.

(As ED releases SANDRA, the two freeze.)

MORTIMER: (voice over) In case.yo dn't tell, the pretty one in the
apron is Sandy. Bet you thio she was one of the kids, didn’t
you? Well, don't feehtoo ha S

a common mistake.
(EDEN enters from stage left.
her hair back into a
as she speaks. ED sh
SANDRA turns to talk to E

e is dressed for the day and is pulling
speaks. ED and SANDRA unfreeze
through the papers in his briefcase as

EDEN: Okay, here. What do you need me to do?

eeze.)

(The characters unfreeze.)

SANDRA: Oh, Eden! Good! Look, will you go make sure the kids are
out of bed? | really need at least you, William, and Madeline down
as soon as possible to help me out in the kitchen. Are they up?

EDEN: (wryly) I don’t know about William, but Madeline’s up.

SANDRA: Good. Would you go get her, please?
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EDEN: (ominously) I'll get her, but | don’t think it'll do any good.

(EDEN moves toward stage left exit just as JUSTIN runs in. They
nearly collide.)

EDEN: Hey! Watch out!

(EDEN exits stage left as JUSTIN runs over to SANDRA.)

JUSTIN: Hi, Mom! Happy Thanksgiving!
(JUSTIN gives SANDRA a big hug, nearly knocking

SANDRA: (laughing) Whoa, there! Happy Thanksgiving§io you too!
JUSTIN: (turning to ED) Hi, Dad! Happy Than

(As JUSTIN moves in to give ED a hug ings open his arms and
knocks over ED'’s briefcase. Papers fly out everywhere.)

JUSTIN: (cont.) Oh! Sorry.

(The characters freeze.)

JUSTIN: Me? Really??

ED: Yes. You. You know our turkey, Mortimer?

JUSTIN: The one that Mr. Williams gave us for Thanksgiving?

ED: That's the one! You see, | have to go on a quick business trip this
morning, and | need someone to feed Mortimer.

JUSTIN: I candoit!
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(SANDRA places the papers back in ED’s briefcase, returns to the
kitchen, and continues peeling potatoes.)

ED: (warningly) Now, it's a very important job, son. And you've got to
be careful to close the gate when you're through. We don’t want
Mortimer escaping. After all, he’s the main dish!

JUSTIN: TI'll be careful, Dad. | promise!

(KARA enters stage left.)

KARA: Who's the main dish?

ED: (looking at KARA over his shoulder) Mortimer.

KARA: (horrified) Mortimer?! Dad, do you mean
Mortimer?!

(The characters freeze.)

MORTIMER: (voice over) That's Karal She’s nine, the next child under
Justin, and probably the world’s youmgest animal rights activist.

(The characters unfreeze. SAN looks up from peeling potatoes.)

SANDRA: Now, Kara, we talked abo yesterday. It's
Thanksgiving, and on Thag 1g people eat turkey. Mortimer
isn't a pet turkey; he’s.. . . g turkey.

JUSTIN: (to ED) Canlg

ED: All right, Justin. But rem
JUSTIN: Oh, I will!

(JUSTIN runs off through upstage center door.)

KARA: (to ED, gly) You're fattening him up, aren’t you? Just
Gretel! You're fattening up Mortimer so we can

potato and peeler down and crosses to KARA.)

ED: (wearily)Kara, | really don’t have time for this . . .

SANDRA: (to ED) I'll take care of it. You’d better get going.

ED: Thanks. (leaning down to give KARA a kiss) Give your daddy a
goodbye kiss, Kara Bear?

KARA: (looking away, arms crossed) Murderer!

ED: (straightening up) Okay, then. Happy Thanksgiving to you, too.

(ED leans in and gives SANDRA a kiss on the forehead.)
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ED: (cont.) (to SANDRA) I'll see you at four.
SANDRA: Drive safe, hon.

(ED picks up his briefcase and exits downstage right.)

SANDRA: (cont.) Now, Kara, you've got to understand that not every
animal we bring home is meant to be your new best friepd. It's like
that time with the lobsters. You see, God made animals'so that
people—

(WILLIAM enters stage left, wearing ear phones. Wi
anybody, he heads straight to the fridge.)

(WILLIAM opens the fridge and pulls o e orangeiuice, still without a
word.)

SANDRA: (cont.) (to WILLIAM) William! There

SANDRA: (cont.) William?
(WILLIAM pours himself a glass eads back toward stage left.)

SANDRA: (cont.) (loudly) Willj

(WILLIAM suddenly stops
of the ear phones.)

ound, surprised. He pulls out one

WILLIAM: Oh, hi, Mom:.
KARA: No, itisn't! It'sah
Mortimer!

i, Kara. Happy Thanksgiving.
le Thanksgiving! They're going to eat

(KARA plops in at the table and sullenly drops her head on her

ing down KARA's hair) There, there, honey. It's all

WILLIAM: at's her problem?
(SANDRA looks down at KARA cautiously and then back at WILLIAM.)

SANDRA: (whispering to WILLIAM, voice lowering on the last word)
William! Go get the axe.

WILLIAM: Huh?

SANDRA: (softer) Go get the axe!

WILLIAM: What...? Mom, | can't hear you.
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SANDRA: The axe! Go get the axe!

KARA: (looking up suddenly) The axe? No! You can't kill him! | won't
let you!

(KARA jumps up and runs out upstage center door.)

WILLIAM: Oh. You wanted the axe.

SANDRA: Great. Just great.

WILLIAM: She’s going to hide it again, isn't she?
SANDRA: (tiredly) Every year.

WILLIAM: (sighing) I'll go find it.

(SANDRA crosses back to kitchen.)

SANDRA: Make sure you check up in the tree That's where
she put it last time.

(WILLIAM crosses to upstage center door.)

WILLIAM: Next year, | think I'll just sleep"withgif'Under my pillow.
(WILLIAM replaces the ear phon is ear and exits upstage center.
SANDRA sighs, picks up the potato , then freezes.)

@ ike you've already met William.

C ay. He's seventeen, the second
mm . . . Now who else am | missing?
er stop!

h yes. The twins. Derek and Dani.

MORTIMER: (voice ovep) We
He usually doesn't ha
oldest in the Parker fami

DEREK: (offstage) !

MORTIMER: (voice ov
They're twelve.

DEREK and DANI enter. DEREK has his hands
over his ears. DA aring a Santa Claus hat, follows DEREK loudly

ni woke me up singing Christmas songs!

DANI: So*f

DEREK: So 're not allowed to sing Christmas songs until after
Thanksgiving! It's a state law!

DANI: Well, somebody ought to tell that to Wal-Mart. (loudly) “Jingle
Bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way!”

DEREK: Mom, make her stop!

SANDRA: Okay, Dani, that’s enough. (looking at DEREK) And
although it isn’t really a state law—

DANI: (to DEREK) Hah! See!
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SANDRA: (taking the Santa hat from DANI’'s head) --it is a Parker
family tradition to celebrate one holiday at a time. And today is
Thanksgiving. Now, I'm putting you two in charge of decorations.
Go raid the crafts cupboard and see what you can find.

(DANI runs toward stage left.)

DANI: | got dibs on the big blue scissors!
DEREK: Hey! That's not fair! | got stuck with the baby scissars last
time!

(DANI and DEREK run off stage left, brushing past
strolls into the kitchen, talking on a cell phone. EDE
her hand, enters right behind MADELINE.)

MADELINE: (into the phone) No way! |c

EDEN: (to SANDRA, with a sigh) Well
know how much good it's going to do.

(EDEN moves away from LILY, who imm grabs for EDEN’S pant

leg. EDEN crosses to the kitchep. She detaches LILY from her leg and

places LILY on the countertop. begins peeling potatoes.)

SANDRA: Madeline! It's Tha ving! Who on earth could you be
talking to so early?

(DANI pokes her head back i e kitchen through stage left.)

DANI: (to SANDRA) O d by the way, Mom, Madeline was up on the

e over) Here are a couple more Parker kids for you.
e telephone surgically attached to her ear is

e’s sixteen. And the little one is the youngest, Lily.
ed four. Cute little thing, isn’t she?

(The characters unfreeze.)

SANDRA: All right, Madeline. Off the phone.

MADELINE: But, Mom! Allison and | are having a telethon this
weekend!

SANDRA: A what?
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MADELINE: (excited) A telethon! We're going to see how many hours
in a row we can talk to each other on the phone!

SANDRA: Not on our cell phone, you're not.

MADELINE: (with a disappointed huff) Well then can | use the house
phone?

SANDRA: No. Madeline, this is a holiday. | don’t want you spending
the entire day talking on the phone.

MADELINE (whmmg) Then what am | supposed to do all

around the house for a change
MADELINE: (ignoring EDEN; to SANDRA, grabbing

| can’t talk on the phone, could | at least go to the
SANDRA: Madeline.. ..
MADELINE: Please??

Hitler?

(MADELINE stomps toward stage left exit:
SANDRA: (calling to MADELIN 've got five minutes to wrap up
your phone call. Then | need.yo down in the kitchen pronto.

(MADELINE exits stage left.)

nto” for her. | don't think she knows
ding up a potato) Do you want me to

EDEN: You'd better translate
the meaning of
cut these up as | go*

SANDRA: Oh! Eden, thank§ou! Yes, go ahead. Cutthem up. If you
could keep working on the potatoes, that would be great. I've still

EDEN: (to LIEY with feigned excitement) Hey, | have an idea! Would
you like to help Mommy put the marshmallows on the sweet
potatoes, Lily?

(LILY frowns and shakes her head, scooting closer to EDEN. EDEN
sighs.)

SANDRA: (laughing) Looks like she really likes helping you.
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EDEN: (unenthusiastically) Yeah. Great.

(EDEN awkwardly maneuvers around LILY and begins cutting the
potatoes. SANDRA pulls out the ingredients for pumpkin pie.)

EDEN: (cont.) You know, | can’t believe Dad has to work on
Thanksgiving. Where did he go, anyway?

SANDRA: Oh, somewhere down around Indianapolis, | thi

IAN: (hidden) Anderson.

(SANDRA and EDEN look up in surprise. 1AN, who ha
under the table the entire time, emerges with a noteh

SANDRA and EDEN: lan?!

LILY: lan!

IAN: (reading from his notebook) Dad we

IAN: But Mom, | wasn't spying. | was

(The characters freeze.)
member of the Parker famij , thirteen-year-old lan Parker, the
family’s self-proclai he olmes. And there you have it.

(The characters unf

SANDRA: lan, I've told you:
members’ co

tisn’t polite to listen in on your family

't observe my own family, how am | ever going
orld-famous detective??

en reading too many Sherlock Holmes books again.
hen | suppose you don’t want to know what

been saying about you behind your back . . . ?

EDEN: (indignant) What? What has she been saying?

SANDRA: Kids, that's enough. lan, hand over the notebook.

IAN: Aww, Mom!

SANDRA: Now, please.

IAN: Oh ... all right.

(IAN grudgingly hands SANDRA the notebook.)
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SOUND: The telephone rings.

MADELINE: (offstage) I'll get it!
SANDRA: Oh, no you don't!

(SANDRA sets the notebook down on the kitchen counter. As soon as
SANDRA turns away, EDEN snatches up the notebook andbegins

leafing through it. MADELINE runs in stage left just as SANDRA picks
up the telephone on the stage right end of the kitchen ¢

SANDRA: (cont.) Hello, Parker house.
MADELINE: Ugh! Mo-om! No fair!

(SANDRA smiles at MADELINE and shoos her/@

the road by now?
EDEN: (looking down in the notebook hat?! (turning to

MADELINE) You were the one tha

on him??

MADELINE: (evasively) What? ... What in the world gave you that
crazy idea?

EDEN: It says here, and | quote; g MADELINE) “l can’'t
believe Eden actually thinkS ark Olsen would ever like her.

Good thing | warned

(IAN slowly begins backing to the upstage center door.)
MADELINE: Oh, so no

u're, like, listening in on my phone calls??
SANDRA: (into phone; laughi

g) I'm sorry, Dad, you're going to have to

speak up. It ded like you said you were in jaill Now where are
you?

EDEN: (to MA | didn't listen in on anything. It wouldn’t be
worth in all right here in lan’s little spy notebook.

e notebook onto the kitchen counter in disgust and
. MADELINE grabs the notebook and flips through it,

open mouthed
MADELINE: Why that little— (turning to IAN) lan!

(IAN is standing at the upstage center exit, looking out into the
“backyard.”)
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IAN: (forced nonchalance) Huh. Well, what do you know. Here comes
William. And he’s got an axe.

SANDRA: (into phone; concerned) Dad, that's awful! Was anybody
hurt?

(MADELINE crosses to IAN.)

MADELINE: lan Alexander Jonathan Parker the fourth!
IAN: (confused) Uh ... that's not my name.
MADELINE: Well, it won't matter when you're dead, willd

(MADELINE lunges for IAN. WILLIAM enters from u
holding an axe. *An axe may easily be constructe
construction paper and aluminum foil, if so d

WILLIAM: Whoa! What's going on here?
IAN: (ducking behind WILLIAM) Willia ide me!

(SANDRA covers the mouthpiece of theitelephone.)

SANDRA: (quiet but intense) Kids! ,Please! Quiet down!
(SANDRA returns to her phone . crosses to MADELINE,

LILY trailing behind her.)

t hat you're getting so upset about.
nce of a relationship you had with a

MADELINE: Like there ever any chance?

Thank you for reading this free excerpt from CASE OF THE MISSING

GOBBLER by Me @

Brooklyn Publishers, LLC
.0. Box 248 - Cedar Rapids, lowa 52406
Toll Free: 1-888-473-8521 « Fax (319) 368-8011
www.brookpub.com

or performance rights and/or a complete copy of
script, please contact us at:



	THE CASE OF THE MISSING GOBBLER
	A Three-Act Thanksgiving Play
	by
	Megan Orr



